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In today’s Gospel, we heard about the magi travelling on a journey 

to meet the newborn messiah. While they did in fact reach their 
destination by the end of the story, perhaps the most important part of 
the story is the journey itself. Their journey included setting out to a 
new part of the world, choosing and carrying gifts for the messiah, 
having an audience with King Herod, following a star for guidance, and 
setting out for home by another route. Because of their willingness to 
go on this journey, we can truly also call the magi ‘wisemen,’ assuming 
they all were men. 

 
In our Western world that largely prioritizes destinations, we 

have lost our appreciation for the journey itself. Perhaps this is most 
clearly seen in one particular divide in our society today: the 
generational divide. The transition from generation to generation in 
recent times has been very choppy. Instead of passing on our wisdom 
to the next generations, we largely pass on our complaints and instead 
of being receptive to what we could receive from prior generations, we 
react against them. Societies with wisemen and wisewomen, on the 
other hand, pass on their wisdom much more smoothy. They do so 
because they are able to look upon anyone behind them on the journey 
of life with compassion, knowing that they themselves were at that 
point one time as well. Even if wise people have their reservations, they 
remain hopeful and supportive of the next generations. We need to 
recover this generational wisdom from the East. 

 



In 2018, the Vatican hosted a synod on the youth, one of the 
largest groups of people missing in our Catholic Churches. In the follow 
up document from that event, it noted that one of the greatest needs 
voiced by the young people was their desire for mentors. Mentors are 
the elders in a community who have made the journey through life, 
learned from their experiences, and are willing to backtrack in order to 
meet others where they are and help move them forward. When asked 
what qualities they look for in a mentor, the youth said this: “a faithful 
Christian who engages with the Church and the world; someone who 
constantly seeks holiness; someone who is a confidant without 
judging…Someone who actively listens to the needs of young people 
and responds in kind; someone deeply loving and self-aware; someone 
who recognizes his or her limits and knows the joys and sorrows of the 
spiritual journey.” (Christus Vivit, 246) Perhaps if more young people 
knew that they could find mentors at Church, they would become 
more involved. 

 
Wise people are those who know the importance of the journey of life 

itself and therefore reach out across generational divides in order to 
compassionately mentor others who are still in the middle of their own 
journeys. For the elders: can I compassionately look upon those who are 
still in the early or middle stages of their life journey, even if I do not 
agree or understand them? For the youth: who are my mentors and 
what makes them special? For those in between: what am I currently 
learning from my own life experience that could prepare me to be a 
mentor? 

 

As we continue with this mass, let us meditate on the magi, the 
wisemen, opening their gifts for the newborn messiah. May that be the 
image for all of us of bridging the generational divide: wise elders 
passing on their gifts to the next generations. 


